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to the remoteness of the jungle villages, the simplicity of their manners, and the smallness of their requirements, than to any other cause.
At the time when the Central Provinces came under our rule, the present clearly defined distinction between Feudatories and Zamindars did not exist. All the petty chieftains of Chhattisgarh constituted a great class of more or less independent rulers. Their powers and privileges were by no means equal. These depended largely on the degree of remoteness of the territory of the chief in each case from the cer^^^fri^reign authority at Nagpur; but the States were ail alike in this, that while the most important of them was not wholly outside of the authority of the permanent power* the least important was not in every respect subject to that authority. When the authority of the British Government was established in these tracts the chieftains were divided into Feudatory Chiefs and Zamindars, according to the degree of their powers, as far as these could be ascertained by the inquiries instituted under the orders of Sir Richard Temple, and also personally undertaken by him with his usual energy.
The Feudatory Chiefs were left to rule their States. The more remote among them, having been the most powerful, were given authority subject only to the condition that they should generally administer their States under the supervision, and subject to the advice, of the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, and especially that they should not execute any sentence of death without his sanction. The western and smaller States had similar authority; but in the exercise of their criminal powers any sentence of over seven years* imprisonment required the confirmation of British authority. The authority of all the Chiefs was thus to a greater or less degree politically circumscribed and controlled; but from the point of view of the law their independence is practically absolute, and they are not British subjects.
The ordinary Zamindars, * on the other hand, are British subjects, though as a class they have special privileges. Owing